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LOCAL COUNCIL HOSPITAL CONTRIBUTIONS. 
Dr. Tonkin*s call to local government authorities to break the law 
completely disgraceful, the Premier, Mr. Dunstan, said today. 
"Dr. Tonkin has told local councils not to pay their hospital 
contributions, a levy which councils have been legally obliged to pay 
since 1919. 
"Dr. Tonkin:, who purports to represent a party committed to responsible 
government, is now in the extraordinary situation of urging people to 
ignore their responsibilities under the law. 
"This is a disgraceful attitude to take, irrespective of the rights 
or wrongs of the particular dispute. Democracy works by concensus and 
^^by reasoned discussion; it is based on community respect for the law 
^^and individual respect for the processes of law and decision-making. 
"For Dr. Tonkin to try to undermine these processes purely to gain a 
political point shows how bankrupt the Liberal political philosophy is.n 
Mr. Dunstan said the Health Minister, Mr. Banfield, has repeatedly denied 
that local councils would be liable for additional hospital charges under 
legislation now before Parliament. 
"The new Hospital Commission Bill will significantly update and improve 
hospital administration, but it will continue local representation on 
hospital boards. My Government believes in local people being involved 
in community facilities, and in fact, the new legislation will further 
that commitment* 
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"The Government wants greater participation and the Bill specifically 
states that one of the functions of the Health Commission is to promote 
and encourage voluntary efforts"• 
Mr* Ounstan said attempts to scare local government into actions which 
had serious consequencee should be ignored* The proper course was to 
approach Government Ministers and not listen to Opposition members who 
had no governmental responsibilities to the people of the State* 
Dunstan Collection, Special Collections, Flinders University Library.
